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Protestant Loyalty: A Forecast.

Now let us have a look at Protestant Ireland. I have
already said that a "loyal" Irishman is an abhorrent phe-
nomenon, because he is an unnatural one. In Ireland it is
not "loyalty" to drink the English king's health and stand
uncovered to the English national anthem : it is simply
exploitation of English rule in the interests of the property,
power, and promotion of the Irish classes as against the
Irish masses. From any other point of view it is cowardice
and dishonor. I have known a Protestant go to Dublin
Castle to be sworn in as a special constable, quite resolved
to take the baton and break the heads of a patriotic faction
just then upsetting the peace of the town, yet back out at
the last moment because he could not bring himself to
swallow the oath of allegiance tendered with the baton.
There is no such thing as genuine loyalty in Ireland.
There is a separation of the Irish people into two hostile
camps: one Protestant, gentlemanly, and oligarchical; the
other Roman Catholic, popular, and democratic. The oli-
garchy governs Ireland as a bureaucracy deriving authority
from the king of England. It cannot cast him off without
casting off its own ascendancy. Therefore it naturally ex-
ploits him sedulously, drinking his health, waving his flag,
playing his anthem, and using the foolish word "traitor"
freely in its cups. But let the English Government make
a step towards the democratic, party, and the Protestant
garrison revolts at once, not with tears and prayers and
anguish of soul and years of trembling reluctance, as the
parliamentarians of the XVII century revolted against
Charles I, but with acrid promptitude and strident threat-
enings. When England finally abandons the garrison by
yielding to the demand for Home Rule, the Protestants
will not go under, nor will they waste much time in sulk-
ing over their betrayal, and comparing their fate with that
of Gordon left by Gladstone to perish on the spears of